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1, Occidental  Cosmglogy; Peacg and DFvelopmen!

The problem to be explored in th is paper is the fot lowing;

given some postulates about the deep structure or cosmology of

var ious c iv i l izat ions,  and more part icular ly about the organizat ion

of space, t ime, knowledge, person-nature,  person-person 
,?ld 

p*rson--
L'J

t ranspersonal  re lat ions accordi .ng to these civ i l izat ions,  what al :e

we to expect in Lerms of  theor ies,  and pract ice,  of  peace and

development? From the ve::y beqinning a methodological  remark is

needed" The exercise to be engaged in is not a deduct ive exercise

with wel l  known faci t"  We know, for  instance, what occidental

theor ies and ernpir ical  pract ice look l ike.  So i t  miqht be tempt ino

to t ry to deduce them from f i rst  pr inciples.  Rather:  than deduct ion

with 1ong, logical  chains however,  what we are engaqed in here is

art iculat ion:  spel l ing out what those basic postulates mean in two

areas, in casu peace and development" In th is context  "peace" stands

for reduct ionr/el iminat ion of  d i rect  v io lence and "development" for

reduct ion/el iminat ion of  structural  v io lerr .*  F]  , , r .a they may also be

seen as two sides of  the same coin"

Thus, start ing wi th peace, and. wi th Epgre;  an occidental

order for  peace and eecur i ty would have to be centered, even

world

rooted

in the West in o::der to be seen as nor"mal and natural by homo

occidental is "  A peace order cannot possiblv have i ts center else-

where. In that  case a secondary role would have been girren to the

West,  which would not only not be - i -n the interest  of  the West but

also be contradictory to the very idea of  wor: ld order,  hence of
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peace and secur i ty:  a wor ld wi th i ts center:  in the West and a

vast non-Western per iphery wai t ing to be st imulated, converted,
hl

inf luenced, to be civ i l izeC "L-J

From this point  on there are evident ly two possibi l i t ies de-

pending on whether one is operat ing wi th a div is ion of  space in

two parts,  center and per iphery or three partsr  c€rter,  per: iphery

and evi l .  The f i rst  conceptual izat ion of  space is compat ib le wi t .h

the universal ism of organizat ions l ike the Lea.que of  Nat ions and

the United Nat ions,  wi th bui l t - in execut i -ve power to Western countr ies,

constructed around l , r lestern theor ies and pract ice,  for  instance in
[{l

connect ion wi th internat ional  law ( the Haque system) "  And the

second. concept,  correspondingly,  g ives r ise to a system of t reat ies

and al l iances centered around the major Western power,  for  the

t ime beinq the United States:  NATO TIAR, SEATO, CENTO, ANZUS, AMPO

and so on; al l  of  them ty inq the per iphery to the center,  in an

al l iance against  Erzi l :  " inter:nat ional  communism" "  A ref l -ect ion

of th is is then found in the system bui l t  around the major^ '  power in

the Eastern part  of  the Occident:  the Soviet  L ln ion and the Warsaw
hv

Treaty Organizat ion ,  a 3cr ' inst  r"  cnn5rQnlq\  isry!  '

The Pr inc" ip le of  Evi l  has been orqanized around two axes in

history as seen from the West:  one nat ional  and one ideological ,

The nat ions s ingled out as candidates for :  th is important posi t ion

in Western construct iors of  the wor ld are above al l  the "barbar ians/

savaqesr" the Jews, the Turks and the Russians and the corresponding
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ideologies Paganism, Judaism, Is lam and communism, even "atheist ic

communism." Thus, the evi l  has been located in the non-Occident on

the one hand a.d compet i t ive rel ig ions/ ideologies wi th in the Occident

on the other.  The amount of  v io lence exercised in the name of

peace and secur i - ty against  these "evi l  forces" in history is in-

credible:  Jews ki l l ing Chr ist ians (Chr ist)  n Jews ki l l inq Musl ims,

Musl ims ki l l ing Jews, I t {usl ims ki l l ing Chr ist ians,  Chr ist ians k i l l ing

Musl ims, Chr1,3t i l t rg k i l l ing Jews (Holocaust)  | t l  f f re stage is no!t /

set  for  the secular fo11ow-up: l iberal ism-capi ta l - ism vs,  marxism-
id

socL al-  l_sm.

When i t  comes to t ime one would expect an occidental  peace and

secur i ty o: :der compat ib le wi th the idea of  progress,  but also of

cr is is that  might lead ei ther to dem ewigen_ Fr ieden, eternal  peace,

or a total  d isaster;  in other wordsr drr  apocalypt ic v is ion.  f  th ink

i t  can be said that  the rel iance on mi l i tary means in general ,  and

offensive mi l i tary means, ei ther for  retal iatory deterrence or

simply for  aggressive at tacks in order:  to get at  the evi l  at  i ts

roots,  are compat ib l -e wi th both ideas "  On the one hand painstaki-ng

work to bui ld al l iances and perfect  balance of  power;  on the other

hand, playing with f i re.  The point  would be that to the major i ty

with. in the species referred to here as hOmo occidental iF the c i rcum-

stancql  so of ten pointed out by al l  k inds of  peace move.ments through

the ages-- that  armament pol ic ies are dangero'# and not only destruct ive

but also sel f -destruct j ,ve,  carry no news. On the contrary,  such

pol ic ies may be accepted precisely because t .hey are seen as normal
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and natural ,  compat ib le wi th the generar idea of  progress.  Dis-

armament,  i f  i t  should ever take place, not to ment ion a disarmament

race as a process, would somehow run agaj-nst  the natural  course of

af fa i rs and probably be counteracted. Peace should be l ike conver-

s ion, a sudden transformat ion,  brought about by hard work,  cr is j_s,

maybe also provident ia l  grace.

occidental  theory of  knowledge enters he.re;  a couple of  s imple
j-deas on the top, and a lot  of  h iqhly concrete,  more or less logical ,

satel- l i tes,  at  the bottom of the thought system" The ideas are wel l

known and also very old:  s i  v is pacem, para bel lunt- i f  you want peace,

prepare yoursel f  for  war--and "at tack is the best defense. "  Be-

l ived in by occidentals for  centur ies,  or  mi l lennia,  wj- th some im-

portant var iat ions through t ime, they are essent ia l ly  examples of  how

the western theory of  knowledge is based on a widespread fai th in

such ideas that at ta in axiomat ic character,  never to be fals i f ied,

not even fals i f iable "  Moreorrer ,  i f  war breaks out in spi te of  a l l

the work to deter Evil  that is only tar4nn as proof that v,,e l . ir .e

in a dangerous world,  indeed. And in that  wor ld bq, la",c.  l , ,oo {o n4ean

to mean "super: ior i tyr  "  which,  when pursued by both part ies c loses the

ci-rc le "

That warfare is compat ib le wi th the bibl ical  four:  c lass society,

wi th a godly pr inciple on top, then humankind div ided into two parts,

men and women, and at  the bottom nature,  is  obvious, To possess



overwhelming force and intel l igence are manifestat ions of  omnipotence

and omniscience; godly character ist ics,  and not only of  occidental

gods. But how can warfare be compat ib le wi th be4evolenqe, a th i rc l

major character ist ic of  god--good? War i tsel f  i .s  malevolent,  in i ts

consequences also for  onesel f .  So benevolence only manifests i tsel f

by assuming that war is for  a higher pr inciple,  something far above

the untold suf fer ing on the batt lef ie ldo and in the war afLermath"

And such pr inciples indeed exist :  the l r iumph o{ the L rd would be

the rel ig ious version; the Fight for  Treedom for the Glorv of  the

Nat ion,  for  some ideology" And from such pr inciples the theor ies of

the just  war,  the justus bel lum would easi ly emerge, in the narne of

some occidental  re l ig ion/ ideology (Judaism/Cl:r ist iani ty, / ls1am, or

l iberal ism/marxism) .

At  the same t ime mi l i - tary organizat ion is deeply vert ical ,  €X-

cept in i ts t ransi tory non-hierarchical  form, the guer i l la-usua1ly

abol ished af ter  use, r t  is  a lso qui te indiv idual ist ic in the sense

that the e are great chances of  r is ing,  even very hiqh, in these

hierarchies,  throrrgh r isk-takirg,  through acts of  heroism. War loosens

up r ig id c lass structures and provides new opportuni t ies as a reward

for sacr i f ice,  i f  somet imes only post mort_e$. But women have been

denied thi .s opportuni ty:  they are on the margin of  the system, serving

as vict ims, also of  the part icular ant i -woman violence known as rapef

and as the l i t t le helpers not only engaged in reproduct ion as ever

( including as nq\ i 'es,  repair ing the men for:  more war),  but  a lso

taking over product ive tasks lef t  uncione by the males part ic ipat ing in
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bel l igerence" Anci  these are not the males of  a professional  warr ior

caste only '  but  in pr inciple the ent i re male popurat ion (except

indiv idual  objectors).  In fact ,  the more universal  the conscr ipt ion,
r1l

the more ideology has to enter as a mot ivat inq force. -  e= conscr ipt ion

is done by t .he nat ion-state,  nat ional ism wi l l  be the mot ivat ing

ideology used by the state for  war in a wor ld construed as an inter-

state system" Paradoxical ly,  the more human r iqhts the nat ion-state

grants,  the more human dut j -es can i f  exact f rom the populat ion

(taxes, mi l i tary service) I4

To this picture,  then, should only be adderJ war as devastat ion

of nature,  as rape of  naturer ds total  inconsiderat ion;  ther:eby mani-

fest ing the ascendancy of  human beinqs_over the 1ower levefs of'f el
l i fe,  and the environment in qeneral . t  ' '

Conclusion: anybod.y who in one way or the other f iqhts against

the war establ ishment and the mi l i tary approach to peace and secur i ty

should real ize that  th is f ight  is  at  the level  of  deep i , leology and

deep structure,  at  the level  of  cog'nology" r t  is  not  merely a

quest ion of  an ideological  t iebate and struggler ds between the ideo-

logical  r ight  and lef t  in domest ic occidental  pol i t ics "  Much more is

at  stake: the whole mi l i tary approach is an almost perfect  ar t icu-

lat ion of  the cosmological  assumptions and for that  reason deeply

rooted in occidental ism i tsel f  "  Prepa:r :at ion for  war: ,  and war i tsel f

f i t  only too wel l  wi th the general  code. fn other words,  i t  is  very

unl ikely to y ie ld unless that cosmology i tsel f  is  not  only chal lenged,

but to some exLent ef fect ively changed. And that is more easi ly said



than done. In Western history the last  i .500

happened twice:  the t ransi t ion f rom the Roman

to the Middle Ages and from the lat ter  to the

years i t  probably only

Empire ( in the West)

[ro]
Modern Per iod.

Unfortunately,  something of  the same can also be said about occi-

dental  theory and pract ice of  development,  One may dis l ike i t ,  but

in so doing one should real ize that  to homo occidental- is "development =

economic Arowth" is not a random choice among many possible v iev,C of

development" I t  is  s inply t ruth in the sense of  that  which is normaf

and natural ,  that  which is compat ib le wi th occidental  cosmology and

for that  reason not a subject  of  real ly ser ious debate.  The

languaqe of  d iscourse is already set by the cosmology, largely wi th-

in the economic growth approach-- just  as is done for peace within

the balance of  power approach.

Thus, take the dimensions of  space and t ime" f t  goes without

saying that "development" is a special  case of  the more general  Idea

of_Progress.  But i t  a lso goes without sayinq that however th is

special  case is def ined in a more precise manner i t  wi l l  have to be

done in such a way that the West comes out as "more developed

countr ies" (MDc) and the non-West as " less developed countr ies" (LDC),

even as underdeveloped/undeveloped. There has to be center and

.  I  (  t \per ipheryl  both o\*hqf"n "developing" s ince there is supposed to be a

dynamism in these matters.  There is a promise of  progressJor every--  f , l
body i f  they accept some basic parts of  the Western code.* 

A



In th is,  however,  there is a

developing and the West only

might catch up with the West!

may catch up with Washington,

I

contradict ion;  i f  the non-West is

is developed, then one day non-West

LDCs may catch up with MDCs, and MDCs

D"C. !

But th is is precisely where the other ispect of  western t j -me

cosmorogy enters:  the idea of  cr is is,  yes,  there may be a cr is is:

they may catch up! From this fo l lows two clear possibi l i t ies:

ei ther that  the developed countr ies also have to be developing, along

the same l ine as before or some new l j -ne r  or  that  the non-west takes

over and forces the Idest out of  i ts  central  posi t ion.  r  th ink i t  is

precisely th is f r ightening possibi l i ty-- to some extent even real ized in

the world today because of  the rather rapid development of  Japan and

neighbor ing countr ies-- that  val idates,  conf i rms development theory

as normal and natural ,  because of  the strong ident i f icat ion of  the west

with Cr is is.  A tantal iz ing chal lenge, l ike facing death and avoi .d ing

i t '  A non-western center as def ined by development is ant i -cosmoloqi-

cal ,  some kind of  cr j -me against  nature r  ds the west has to be the

model,  not  the non-West.

When it  comes to the associated theory of knowledqp vre are in a

somewhat s i .mi lar  s i tuat ion as in connect ion wi th peace and secur i ty.

s imple axioms, such as "economic growth, '  and , ' labor product iv i ty, ,  are

on top of  a thought system guaranteeing d.evelopment for  a1l  as logical

conseguence'  in a rnathematized econr:mic ehtory.  The bottom l ine is

very promisingr progress.  There are var iat ions of  th is theme,

di f ferent schools when i t  cornes to the construct ion of  theory,  d i f fer-
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assumptions, but basical ly i t  turns out l ike that .  That

the process is devastat ing of  nature 1s a basic part  of  contemporary

real i ty,  known as environmental  Cegradat ion.  That i t  is  compat ib le

with vert ical i ty and indiv idual ism, wi th women being given a more

infer ior  posi t ion (reproduct ion rather than product ion) and with

great opportuni t ies,  l ike in the mi l i tary, for  rapid personal  mobi l i ty

through r isk-taki tg,  even sacr i f j -ce1 for entrepreneurs or other types

of players on the "market,  "  is  obrzious .

And there is also a qod- l ike pr inciple,  the secular successor

to str iv ing in your dai ly work for  the glory of  God. f  th ink there

is such a successorf  and i t  is  i .ndiv idual  wel l -being, not in the

sense of  a wel fare state,  but  in the sense of  a hiqh standard of  indi-

vidual  mater" ia l  1 i f  e,  qomf ort .  l4ater ia l  t iv ing standard plays very

much the same role as f reedom in connect ion wi th t -he pursui t  of  peace:

the overr id ing concern that just i f ies the negat ive consequences of

the act ions engaged in" And they are many; ecological  degradat ion,

human misery and al ienat ion,  repression, war" But just  as is also

the case for secur i ty and freedom: i t  can certainly be argued that

wel l -being is something people pur:sue, not something abstract  l ike

"peace,"  "development."  But that  is the indiv idual  l -evel .  Equal ly

obviously:  at  the nat ional  leveI growth and product iv i ty became helg-

ro{el i .c goals as col lect ive cont i i t ions for  sat isfy inq indiv idual  needs

for secur i ty,  f reedom and wel l -beinq" As understood by the occi--
I*r ' i

dent,  that  is"* 'a
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There are cases of  success. Mi l i tary ascendancy has created

some space out of  which some type of  secur i ty and freedom can be

wrought in the center,  of  cou:rse at  the expense of  the pe:: iphery,

not to ment i -on of  the "evi l "  forces" And the same is the case for

mater ia l  l iv ing standard.  Our present wor ld shows considerable

amounts of  wel fare at  the centerr '  1ess,  thoughr at  the per iphery

since the whole exercise is t ied to patterns of  exploi tat ion,  pdr-

t icular ly through unequal  exchange relat ions between center and

per iphery.  There may also be some mater ia l  l iv ing standard among

the evi l  forces,  evi l  because they have their  o\^/n way of  t ry ing to get

to that  goal ,  and in so doinq nei ther recognize the West as the

center,  nor the West as a model"  That j -n pract ice they nevertheless

tend to do both is another matter r  V€ry much to the del iqht  of  the

Western center that  sees i tsel f  conf i rmed throuqh such heret ic

pract ices (heret ic f rom the point  of  v iew of  CenteCideology, that  is) ,

Thus, in pract ice we end up wit-h the four wor lds that  f  th ink
b3l

are useful  in"  understanding peace and development in the present wor ld;

i  he First  World,  the center,  def in€S development and sees i tsel f

as a model;  the Second Wor1d. is "evi l "  because i t  c la ims to

have an al ternat ive approach; the Third World is the per iphery

and cont inues to remain the pe:r : iphery;  and then the Fourth World whj-ch

was once l - ike the Third Wor: ld but now is t reatenins to overtake the

Fi. rst  Wo:: l -d" So there are problemsr- just  as there are for  the pursui t

nr  n^i^a nrr l  af l  those pr:oblems are already impl ic i t  in the occi-I /usvL

dental  cosmoloqy or impl ic i t  model,  and not necessar: i Iy total ly un-

welcome since they spel l  cr is is.
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we harze exactly the development theory and the

development pract ice we deserve" And again the same problem; he

or she who disagrees wi l l  have to understan<1 that the struggle for

"another peacer "  for  "another development" is not only a struggle

for another ideoloqy! as i t  is  of ten put,  between r ight  and lef t .

In fact ,  when another peace or development is launched from the 1eft ,

for  instance within the marxist  f rame of  reference, i t  wi l l  tend, in

pract ice to turn out very mucb l - ike what has been indicateci  above,
trCI

with some minor moc1i f  icat ions.  AnrJ why; precisely because there has

not been suff ic ient  awareness of  the cosmological  aspect of  the

pr:oblem" The struggle for  another development,  I ike the struggle

for another peace, has to be cond.ucted al-so as a chal lenge, even a

transformat ion,  of  occidental  cosmology"

Conclusion:
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2. Peace and the World as Inter-Civ i l izat ional  Interact ion

So far I  have tr ied to explore the impl icat ions of  the code or

cosmology of  occidental  c iv i l izat ion in generaL, and the western part

of  i t  in part iculaq for peace and development,  theory as wel l  as

pract ice.  Ideal ly f  should now br ing in a number of  other c iv iL iza-

t ions and do exact ly the same exercise for  each one of  them, br ingi-

ing in al l  s ix aspects of  the code, space, t ime and so on. However,

that  exercise,  important as i t  is ,  l ies outside the scope of  the

present paper ,  
[ t l ]

A more l imi ted exercise sha1l  be

only one aspect of  the c i r r i l izat ional

Af ter  a l - I ,  i t  is  in wor ld space that

is certainly a major aspect al though

siderable role and wi l l  be alJuded to,

undertaken here,  making use of

codes, the construct ion of  space.

peace and war take place so i t

the other f ive also play a con-

more or less systemat ical ly.

The civ i l izat i -ons to be considered are the occidental  c iv i l iza-

t ion in the expansion mode, explored in the preceding sect ion,  occi-

dental  c iv i l izat ion in the contract ion mode (a more modest version

of occidental  c iv i l izat ion,  more corresponding to the Middle Ages),

hindu cj-v i l izat ion,  buddhist  c iv i l izat ion,  Sini-c (Chinese) c iv i l iza-

t ion and Nipponic (Japanese) c i rz i l izat ion--and then, in addi t ion to

these six,  what wi  l l  be s imply referred to as indigenous civ i l  " 'za-

t ion" Needless to say there is no uni ty to the lat ter ,  except,  perhaps.

in a cr :ucial  sense which is the onlv one that wi l l  be made use of  here.
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The assumptions about the construct ion of  space are then as

fol lows:

Occide4tal  c iv i l izat ion,  expansion mode: the wor ld is div ided into

three parts,  dn occidental-  center,  a per iphery wai t ing to become

occidental ized. and a recalc i t rant ,  marginal .  oute.r :  per iphery

of Evi l .

occi-4e-n!-a1 q-iviJl4atio-nr-,c--ojr^!-ra-g,t1o4-_mode: the world is divided into

many parts,  each of  th;  a center in their  own r isht-- in other

words a mult i -centr ic wor1d.

Hindu civ i l izat lpn:  the wor ld.  is  seen as one big unj- t ,  inspired by a

basic uni ty-of-man, basical ly hindu al though hinduism in i ts fu11

r ichness has been better comprehentJed j -n rndia than anywhere else

where only aspects of  h induism have been art iculated.

Buddhist  c iv i l iza. t ion:  there is a basic uni ty-of-man assumption, but

also a mult i -centr ic construct ion of  space, each center being

i ts own centerdconcern rather than of  control  of  others.

s in ic c iv i l izat ion:  the wor ld is f i rst  d iv ided into two parts,

China and non-China, or the barbar ian parq which is then div ided

into four,  North Barbar ians ( the worst) ,  East Barbar ians,  South

Barbar j_ans (probably the best)  and West Barbar ians.
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Nippslr-+q-ci l4 i l izat ign:  the wor ld is div ided into three parrs,  a

center which is Japan, a per iphery consist ing of  the countr ies

in the f  ourth worrd,  the wor l -d southea,st ,  roughly speaking the

Great East Asia Co-Prosper i ty Sphere (c la i t6a kyoeiken) and an

outer per: iphery,  the rest  of  the wor ld,  which is considered a

resource for raw mater ia ls and other product ion factors,  and as

a vast market"

Indiggqg-u! -q-iy-11*r-z*a-tr*p:L: the world is here again seen as murti-

nanrr j  n rui th more or less expl ic i t  knowledge of  the other centersvgr.9lrv,

that  are around" rn th is mult icentr ic construct ion there may

also be elements of  any one of  the other conf iqurat ions iust

ment ioned.

Before we now proceed let  us s impl i fy a l i t t le by combining t \g

occidental  conl  ract ion mode, buddhist  and i -ndigenous civ i l izat ions

because they a1I operate wi th the same basic space conf igurat ion.

They are not t ru ly wor ld encompassingr ds opposed to the other four

where some structure is given to the wor ld as a whole.  Rather,

the wor ld is seen as div ided into many parts basical ly relat ing to

themserves, wi th no assumption to the ef fect  that  others are a

per ipher a1 part  of  onesel f ,  necessar i ly  antagonist ic to onesel f ,  or

something to be used by onesel f .  There may be elements of  such ideas,

but not as basic and long last ing conceptua. l izat ions.  So we sha11

combine the three as c iv i l izat ions having mult ieentr ic,  and relat ively

smal l  centers at  that ,  space construct ior ," . [ 'd
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That leaves us wi th a total  of  f ive to be considered, and the

matr ix now to be explored can be found on the next page.

In the f igure the main diagonal  has been marked clear ly:  the

intra-civ i l izat ional  encounters.  They have been numbered in the

order they are to be explored, ds also the combinat ions above

the main diagonal ,  y ie ld ing a total  of  f i f teen bi lateral  re lat ions.

The case may be made that the matr ix is not symmetr ic,{hgfa bi-

lateral  re lat ion can always be seen from both s ides which is of

course correct .  But the nuances to be glearrer l  f rom such considera-

t ions are of  minor s igni f icance in th is context"  Conclusion: there

are f i f teen tasks to be done.

(1) This is probably what is consider:ed nor:mal internat ional-  re-

lat ions in the west j "n general ,  in the theory of  internat ional  re la-

t j -ons in part icular,  and in Uni ted States theory of  internat ional  re-

lat ions more part icular ly because of  the strong assumption that
fi+-l

United States is somehow the most normal country in the wor ld l  Ex-

pansionism is taken for granted for at l  states;  empty space is f i l led

and non-empty space is conquered unt i l  the costs outrun the benef i ts--

at  that  point  a more-or- less stable border can be drawn i f  adequately

protected throuqh balance of  power mechanisms. T have argued above

that the system does not tend to be stable,  that  the of fensive arms

used for deterrenco- thror:gLr the threat of  retal iat ion engender arms
Irr-l

races and that arms races sooner or later end with wars.-  - I t  is

di f f icul t  to calculate what percentaqe of  total  human bel l igerent

act iv i ty is found in th is f i rst  combinat ion,  but i t  must be considerable.
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(2) We are here deal ing wi th a total ly dj - f ferent logic.  fdeal ly

speaking each one of  the centers Can regard &11 s15.r= as s imply

another part  ofarul t icentr ic vror ld,  and cont inue inspired by a doctr ine

of "1ive and 1et l iven. In pract ice,  however,  there was warfare in the

Middle Ages al though much of  i t  was r i tual ist ic l  towards the end of

the Middle Ages expansionism set in (but then one may argue that they

were already in another c iv i l izat ion) i  there are buddhist  k ingdorns

with considerable bel l igerent act iv i ty (Burma, Thai land) ' ,  among the

indigenor:s people expansionism, even imperial ism is certainly not

unknown ( Inca, Aztec Empires or the Zulu Empire in Afr ica).  But the

argument can also be made that these are aberrat ions and in any case

tr i f l ish relat ive to the f i rst  constel lat ion.  There is probably much

more to learn for  he who is interested in a peaceful  wor: ld f rom the

promises of  (  & )  than from the rather wel l -proven fai lure of  (  i  )  - -

a l thouqh i t  is  one of  the prerogat ives of  the occidental  c iv i t izat ion

in expansion to display ut ter  d isconcern for  the bel l igerent data in

i ts wake, bel ieving i tsel f  to be the center of  any peaceful  construc-

t ion the wor ld can obtain"

(3) There is only one relat ively cohesive hindu civ i l izat ion and only

one world so ,  conseqr:ent ly,  i t  is  d i f f icul t  to see this as an inter-

c iv i l izat ional  re lat ion.  In modern t imes the parts of  the hindu wor1d,

inside or outside lndia,  cannot be said to have engaged in any con-

sistent warfare against  each other.  There is nothing reminiscent of

the First  and Second Worl .d Wars in the occident,  nor of  the possible

preparat ion for  the next wor ld war between the United States and the



L6

Soviet  Union, wi- th al l ies.  I t  may be objected that th is is because

most of  h indu lands have been under foreign dominat ion unt i l  of  late

(Br i t ish rule,  Mogul rule before that)  and that th is has had a

paci fy ing ef fect .  Possible,  but  perhaps not qui te convincing. Rather,

i t  looks as i f  India as an inter-state system br inging together a

number of  nat ions speaking languages as di f ferent as those found in

Europe, and in about the same numbers has been remarkably much more

successful  in achieving peace than has Europe, Of course there are

conf l ic ts,  but  there is nothi-ng l lke a div is ion of  the rndian union

into two al l iances with a handful  of  neutral ,  non-al igned staLes in-

between" Of course this does not mean that there is no violence i -n

India,  only that  i t  takes the fo.rm of  sporadic direct  v io lence and

heavi ly i_nst i tut ional ized structural  v io lence, l inked to the caste
L}1.Jsvstem.

(4) There is only one China so the problem has not ar isen. But that

China has been capable of  achieving a high level  of  cohesion for t t re ]ast

l . - {0o l?- l fS --a considerable achievement even i f  i t  has been marred OO,-" .

t . t fJtOism, al though noL to the heights of  intra-European warlordi=*. t* ' '

(5)  There is only one Japan, and i t  is  remarkably cohesive today

al though that cohesiveness dates only a l i t t l -e more than one century

back in t j -me" Some aspects of  the relat ions before that  t ime mioht

be incl icat ive of  what wi l l  happen i f  there were more than one Japan

around in the wor ld system. Two Japan-9 ,  each of  them economical ly

and potent ia l ly  a lso mi l i tar i ly  and po1i t ica1ly,  expansionista t ry ing

to capture the other as resource or at  least  as per iphery might create
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a rather intorerable t r tuat ion for  each other,  somewhat s imi lar  to
combinat ion (  L )  wi th occidental ,  expansionist  cor:ntr j -es t ry ing
to make per ipher ies out of  compet inq centers that  they have chosen
to regard as evi l .

That concludes the f i rst  exercise in intra-civ i l izat ional  re-
rat ions" concrusion: the danqer point  is  ver:y c lear l  occidental
c iv i r izat ion in the expansion mode. one part icul .ar  reason why is tha. t
the nat ion-state,  i tsel f  a product,  a construct ion coming out of  that
c iv i l izat ion is such a marvelous instrument for  the type of  re lat ions
already embedded in that  part icuJ.ar c iv i l izat ionar code. Expansion-
ist  in i ts incl inat ion,  id.ent i fy ing expansion with prog.ress,  headinq
for a cr is is of  i ts  own construct ion,  inspired by s impl ist ic theor ies
about how to expand, inconsiderate to nature" eager to expand i ts
per ipher:y by conquer ing other peoples,  the eby elevat ing i ts own kind,
wholesale,  into the center,  d, 'd dr iven ei ther by occidental  gods
(Yahweh, God the Father,  Al lah) or by such secular versions as

nat ionar ism; at1 of  th is somehow coher l rg as one great i -mplementat ion

of occir lental  cosmoloqy" s ince the occident has been .relat ively
successful  in br inging this construct ion to the per iphery through
colonial izat ion and then, even more siqni f icant ly,  through deep neo_
cclonial izat ion there is l i t t1e doubt that  much of  th is character izes
the world j_n genera] .

At the other

f think the danger

character i  st  ic  s :

end of  the spectrum is another danger zone; Japan

stems from exact ly the same basic c iv i l izat ional_

the basic sense of  being a Chosen people ( in the
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occident part icular lylar ly pronounced in the Jews with their  dream of the

Eretz Israel ,  but  a lso in such countr ies as Germany,Jout\  B-fn;c1Promised Land,

the Soviet  Union and the United States) an4 the tendency to regard

other parts of  the wor ld as per iphery or resource. That a major war

in th is century,  the Paci f ic  war,  shor: ld be between Japan and the

United St.ates is no wonder.

In between then are the other threei  in my view considerably

less dangerous except,  possiblyn to themselves. But they are non-

dangerous for three very di f ferent reasons. Both in the Chinese

and Hindu cases there is only one of  them around "  But there is more

to i t  than that:  in the Chinese case Barbar ians might not even be

worth going to war against ,  being too 1ow--a11 one has to rJo is to

maintain a credible deterrence posture through hiqhly defensive de-

fense measures.  Tn the Hindu case war may not even be wo.r thwhi le

since hinduism is already at  the center:  of  the rel ig ious universe,

the r ichest of  a l l  re l iq ions found in human society,  And the others,

as ment ioned, wi th their  except ions,  mj-ght have l ive and let  l ive as

a basic doctr ine.

Let us now p rsue these ideas further,  looking at  int-er=civ i l iza-

t ional  re lat ions.

(6) This is,  of  course, the long history of  occidental  penetrat ion

into what i t  considers i ts per iphery,  both in the Greco-Roman per iod

and in the modern per iod,  the age of  western imperial ism" Some of th is

may be taken to prove that the balance of  power theory cannot be that
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wrong: most of  the indigenous peoples Vere and are s imply too weak

to stand up against  the occidental  onslaught,  and consequent ly en4_ up

per ipher ized and-or exterminated, as happened in large parts of  the

Americas.  However,  s imple logic iaforr""s uJ {hat f rom the possible

val id i ty of  the statement that  absence of  balance of  power does not

lead to peace ( in any possible interpretat ion of  that  word) i t  does

not fo l low that balance of  power does.

I t  should be not iced that the other two categor ies here,  occi-

dental  in contract ion and buddhist  c iv i l izat ion present us wi th

al ternat ive versions. The manorial  and feudal  construct ions typical

of the Middle Aqes have been absorbed into the equal la typical  construc-

t ion of  occidental ism in the expansion mode in th is "modern per iod'  .
-r,he

the nat ion-state.  What can be said,  ho\ , rzever,  is  that^process has

taken remarkably long t ime, and is certaj-nly not yet  completed. There

may not have been much in terms of  mi l i tary resistance, but consider-
Frl

able cul- tural ,  economic and even pol i t ical  resistance. And the same

appl i -es to buddhist  c iv i l izat ion:  maybe precisely because of  i ts

non-violence i t  was not beaten, and because of  i ts  abi l i ty  to wi th-

draw into the gangha (monist lc community,  into i ts pagodas and temples),

buddhism has shown remarkable resi l  ience aqainst  cul tural ,  economic

and pol i t . ical  absorbt ion.  fn other wordsr w€ are deal ing here wi th

more ref ined inter:-c iv i l izat ional  re lat ions,  However,  i t  certainly

also helped that ior  the occident in expansion nei ther occident in

contract ion,  nor buddhism was seen as evi l ;  "savages" somet imes were

(or at  least  they were seen as belonging to a neighbor ing category

to evi l ,  "pr imit ive") .
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(7) Of course one of  thase "Chosen People" in the occident,  in th is

case the Br i t ish,  conquered India and lef t  behind indel ib le imprints 4not

v&9 then f inal ly forced, to a large extent by gandhian nonviolence,

to wi thdraw in L947. fndia,  however,  on the other hand, also absorbed

from the congueror what they wanted, assimi lat ing i t  into that  in-

credible r ich cul ture,  of  theirs.  The Br i t ish became, and are becoming

in increasing numbers,  as marked by India as Indians by Br i ta in,

Br i ta in conguered India,  India t .o a large extent absorbed Br: i ta in

and Br i tons As a matter of  fact"  rndj-a may even do i t  again,

serving this role as a receptacle of  the cul tures of  conguer ing

civ i l izat ions,  and turn out even r icher than ever befor:e "  who is

stronger '  he who is out to create of  others a ner: iphery,  or  he who

alr :eady sees others as encompassed, absorbed in one's own universe?

Two di f ferent ways of  re lat ing to each other:  mi l i tary conquest,

economic penetrat ion,  cul tural  impr int ing,  pol i t ical  inst i tut ions

on the one hand, and absorpt ion on the other.

(8) This one is di f ferent.  When the west came to China (and the

United States belonged to the west f rom this point  of  v iew) they

f i l led the s lot  as Western Bar:bar iansi  they behaved accordingLy, and

were perceirzed accordinqly.  In no sense does this mean that the

Chinese can not also learn f rom barbar ians what they want to 1earn,

as they certainly did f rom the Nort-h Barbar ians,  the Fussians. But

wherea5'  fn&an civ i l izat ion can absorb and encompass with i ts al-

most incredible to lerance, Sinic c iv i l izat ion was great ly wounded by

the at tack,  h i t  back,  reLar iated. and even exorcised (dur ing the

cul tural  revolut ion) the foreign devi ls.  We are here deal inq wi th an
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asymmetr ic relat ion:  the occident wants to penetrate,  even to ex-

pand; the Chinese (and their  neighbors,  the Vietnamese) behave ac-

cording to the o1d French adage

Cet animal est  t r ls  mdchant;
quand on I 'at taque, i1 se d6fend

(9) This relat ion is considerably more symmetr ic:  China is not out

to per ipher ize other parts of  the wor1d, Japan is,  a l though i t  may be

argued that for  the outer per iphery i t  is  only in the economic sense,

Tt is only the inner per iphery that  is t reated in a way relat ively

simi lar  to the way western imperial ism has tr ied to t reat  a lmost the

whole wor ld .  The col l is ion possi-bi l i t ies are obvi .ous,  and they have

certainly not been{gnoved by declar ing Japan a part  not  only of  the

occident but of  the western occident--  (A) because this is s imply

an empty declarat ion wi th l i t t le factu.al  basis and (B) gven i f  i t

were the case j -ntra-occidental  re lat ions in the expansionist  mode are

certainly not known histor ical ly as being the most peaceful"  Rather,

these are typical ly the countr ies wi th geo-pot i t ical  designs, the big

powers in the occident,  when in the expansion mode*and that is al ready

bui t t  into the def in i t ion of  a big power--and Japan.

( I0)  At th is point  another aspect of  HtnJn civ i l izat ion is brousht

out very c lea: : ly.  As ment ioned that c iv i l izat ion has exhibi ted almost

inc:r :edible to lerance to-smal l  occidental  groups such as Jews and
v4)

Ch:: ist ians and parsees, and even to large occidental  qroups such as

Moslems for long per iods at  the t ime, provided the two "communit ies"

do not of fend each other rel ig iously.  Relat ions to that  important
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in-between rel ig ious communl- ty,  the s j l  have also unt i l  recent ly
a;' l

been marked by much of  the same toleranc"fg 
" , - ,a 

the same has not

uncondi t ional ly been the case for the indigenor:s peoples,  indicat ing

that there is in Hindu civ i l izat ion a d. iv id ing l ine between "higher"

and " lower" cul tures,  probably to some extent s imi lar  to the div id ing

l ine between high castes,  1ow castes and the caste-Iess.  As to the

lat ter :  th is is where Hindu violence shows up at  i ts  worst ,  d i rected

downwards rather than outwards, ds structural  v io lence rather:  than

direct  v io lence. And buddhism was, l ike gandhisnr,  a basic chal lenge

of that  aspect of  Hindu civ- i l izat ion 1 Q-nd- had to be e, t f17e,{ ,  Pu*

this way: Hindu civ i l izat ion is to lerant as long as the caste

structure is ei ther lef t  untouched or can be reproduced by social

change, even when imposed from the outside. A brahmin remains a

brahmin even i f  h is God changes from RAM (the Hindu word for "God")

to RAI{  ( the computer jargon for random cess memory) and he himsel f

is  t ransformed from pr iest  to computer special ist ,

(11) r  th ink that  in general  i t  may be said that  Sinic c iv i l izat ion

is to lerant of  smal1 pockets that  do not const i tute any basic threat"

Occidental  c iv i l izat ion expansion mode wants to per ipher ize,  absorb,

change, "develop"--Sinic c iv i l izat ion is probably more l ikeIy to

regard them as some kind of  barbar ians but learze them in peace" The

cul- tu: :a l  revolut ion was certal-nly an except ion to th is,  at tacking

pockets of  occidental ism, huddhists and their  temples,  ant l  a lso

indigenous peoples--but as far  as one can judge short  of  exterminat ionl

even i f  the at tacks were v io lent"  I t  may perhaps also be arqued that
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this was a relat ively atypical  per iod,  and also relat ively easy to

comprehend in the l ight  of  the long per iod of  western r lominat ion

ini t iated by the opium wars.

(L2) The same type of  to lerance is not seen in Japan. Japan may of

course be vis i ted.  But to l ive in Japan, even to set t le presupposes

wi l l ingness to become Japanese, at  least  in such external  manifesta-

t ions as changinq one's name to a Japanese name which wi l l  then beconre-

the of f ic ia l  name, but even then to s i t  at  the bottom end of  the

table (as opposed to the v is i tor  who miqht be very pol i t  eIy seated

at the top end, and interpret  that  as a s ign of  reverence where i t

may actual ly be a s ign of  d istance) .  And thus i t  is  that  buddhism

has become "Japanized."  and, part iculary in the form of Zen buddhism, hg5

become a part  of  the expansionist  nature of  Nip onic cosmology, fn

the same vein,  indigenous peoples have been absorbeQ and Japani-zed,,
I  L) l

to the point  of  v i r tual  d isappearance ( the ainu).-  
J

(13) Two great c iv i l izat ions,  two large qroups of  humankind-- in fact

the two largest--even neighbors,  and yet so l i t t1e relat ionshipt  To

the Chinese the Indians are among the South Barbar ians,  not dangerous,

but barbarians (except when they transgreSl5 a l in€, drawn in the

Himalaya mountains,  fa l l  LgB2 ( t f tu m..Mahon l ine),  To the rndians the

Chinese are there,  but as they have not conquered India there is not

that much basis for  a contact .  Nei ther of  themareexpansionists,

fsr tunately-- i f  rndj-a were occidental  expansj-onists and China had

NiPPonic cosmology we might have har l  major war theaters in the

Himalayas" r t  is  a lso interest ing to note that  th is,  dt  least  so far ,
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has held t rue even thouqh both countr ies have been eqr: ipped with

that instrument of  occidental  expansionism, Lhe nat ion-state wi th

many of  i ts  t r immings.

( I4)  The basic point  that  has kept th is relat ionship peaceful  is

probably a s imple geographical  c i rcumstance: India is too far  away

from Japan, dt  least  so far ,  Dai tbA did not include Inr i ia.  l lad

Japan been a border country the logist ical  d i f f icr : I t ies would have

been overcome, and many high caste Indians would by now have

developed pa.t terns of  Japanese ef f ic iency and many Japanese would have

been absorbed, even trans,formed by the Tndian myst igue. In a sense

India is relat i -vely for tunate:  there are two other big countr ies

in Asia,  one of  them very c lose and non-aggressive,  the other one

qui te aggressive but not very c lose,

(15) But China was not t \at  tor tunate,  For the Chinese the Japanese

are the East Barbar ians,  and they behaved accordingly,  f rom 1931 and

part icular ly J-937 on. To this could be added that the at tack on

China was a case of  pure,  unadul terated aggression with no hint  of

a defensirre purpose" I t  came out qui te s imi lar ,  a l though on a some-

what lesser scaleirUazi  Germanyl , fat tack on the Soviet  l ln j -on.  But even

i f  Germany had l j - t t le or no basis for  assuming that the Soviet  Union

would expand mi l i tar i ly  into German terr i tory they miqht say that

designs for social  t r :ansformat ion in a social ist /communist  d i rect j -on

were made in Moscow, certainly also af fect ing Ger:many" Whether

Lhat agqressiveness towards China is st i l l  present in Japan, in latent
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form, is too ear ly to judqe. After

once, and not a very long t ime ago"

Japan has only been beaten

Let us now look at  Figure 1 agaj-n,  t ry ing to summarize what has

been said "  Exclamat ion s igns have been placed where danEer is to be

expected'  among other reasons because i t  certainly has been observed

in the past.  I t  wi l l  be noted that they al l  refer to two of  the

f ive c iv i l izat ional  categor ies;  occidental  in expansion, and Nipponic.

There is only one except ion:  the Hindu-Nipponic combinat ion has not

been marked as a danger zone, but for  the reason of  d istance rather

than innate non-aggressiveness on the side of  Japan towards India

(af ter  a l l ,  the Japanese certainly did at tack India and would have

advanced considerably i f  the war in general  had not turned against

them) "  Moreover,  the only reason why Japan is not seen as dangerous

to i tsel f  is  a lso negat ive;  there is only one Japan around,

I t  should also be noted that the danqer zones are of  two di f fer-

ent k inds" Relat ive to the stronq they spel l  war:  ef for ts to

per ipher ize each other or to use each other as resources r  or  to

demarcate the wor l l  as a per iphery of f  l imi ts for  the other poreds)

in bhe center And then there is the second kind: cenetra-

t ion,  accompanied or not by absorbt ion and exterminaLion, administered

to the mi l i tar i ly  weaker c iv i l izat ions" The lat ter  m,ay have two

defensive strategies,  thout lh:  to hi t  back thror:gh a system of ent i re-

l rz r laranq j 'o Cefense, and,/or to retreat,  refuse to be absorbed, and

try to ot t t l . ive the conquest"  This may or may not be successful ,  i , r t

any rate i t  presupposes a lonq t ime perspect ive,  pat ience, maybe also

a] 1

nll



a conscious pol icy of  non-violence--al1

in occidental  expansionist  c iv i l izat ion

Nl ipPonic expansionist  c iv i l izat ionl  l2 i
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thr:ee character ist ics absent

(and, al though less so,  in

And thus i t  is f i rat  the center of  the tablq in s ix of  the f i f teen
l - l  rcel ls)  gvf l t ! r , Is a remarkable amount of  re lat ively posi t ive relat ions,

Upon further scrut iny more violence can be detected, but not{}re large

scale v io lence seen in the nine ce115l  on the margin of  the table (  brr t

in two of  them in later* form) "
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3. Conclusion: "What Do l le Do About I t?"

Imagine now that there is not only some but suf f ic ient  val id i tv

to th is type of  analysis of  the deep structure of  internat ional

pol i t ics of  peace (and also of  development al though i t  has only been

spel led out in the f i rst  sect ion).  The quest ion of  course ar ises:

What can we do about i t? Is i t  possi .b le to remove civ i l izat ions?

fs i t  possible to change cirz i l izat ions?

The candidates for  removal  would CefLa in i j  be occidental

c iv i l izat ion in the expansionist  mode and Nip1"*"  c iv i l izat ion.  Of

course, th is may have as a conseqr- lence that some of the remaining

three (or actual ly f ive s ince we have combined three into one group)

might acquire some of the character ist ics of  the expansionists removed.

There may be a group dynamic Aoing on here where c iv i l izat ions are

playing roles relat ive to each other,  and the wor ld is a system where

the at t i tudes and behavior of  one actor are determined not only by

the code of  that  c iv i l izat ion,  but also by the at t i tudes and behavior

of  the other actors.  But then this may arso work both ways; wi th

the expansionists removed there may be less expansionism to imitate,

less nat ion-state bui ld ing to do, less "modernizat ion" wi th i ts con-

comitant,  a heavy mi l i tary-bureaucrat ic-corporate- intel l iqentsia

complex,  to bui ld"

A more important conslderat ion is that  these civ i l izat ions can

not be removed. Precisely because of  their  character ist ics they are
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at the top of  the wor ld community of  c iv i l izat ions rather than at

r - l ' ra hnf t -nm having themselves exterminated a considerable amountvv9uvrrr t  r r (

of considerably more peaceful  c iv i l izat ions.  Had they been at  the

bottom, and been relat ively smal l  thel '  rn ight  have been given the

same treatment as meted out to del inquents:  they would harze been

arraigned into court ,  a sentence would have been passed, adequate

indt.ut ional izat ion wor:1d have fol lowed "  The process would probably

have been better for  indiv idual  than for general  prevent ion,  just  as

in the theory of  punishment of  cr ime in general .

But we are not in that  s i tuat ion.  Almost al l  nuclear powers

are in th is category (not India,  d i ld then China j -s nuclear but not

dangerous according to th is analysis) ;  the super-power:s are there,

so are the big powers (but again China is included, and unnecessar i ly

so) ,  The most important of  the most important industr ia l  nat ions are

also incl-uded in the concept.  They are not easi lJ removed, hence we

are lef t  wi th the second choice;  can they be changed?

The answer to th is quest ion is by no means clear,  and the

quest ion seems to me to be about the most important that  can be

formulated in peace studies" We know that c iv i l izat ions do change,

in the sense that the deeper aspects,  the code, what is here cal- led

cosmoloqy, can be said to change (as indicatecl  in the f i rst  sect ion) ,

But th is was a change by a numbe:r  of  h istor ical  c j - rcumstances, not by

voluntary design. We have today no such recipe t  or  one might even say

therapy, for  excessively bel l - iqerent c iv i l izat ions.
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Except one: by point ing out that  rnuch of  the bel l igerence

is rooted in the c iv i l j -zat ion i tsel f .  Change can come about,  but

probably on)5 bg qoing to the roots" The superf ic ia l i ty  of  bel ieving

that t ransfer of  ownership oi  means of  product ion f rom pr ivate to

publ ic hands should l iberate humankind from the scourge of  war be-

comes evident in the l iqht  of  th is type of  explorat ion:  whether in

publ ic or pr ivate hands the means of  product ion can st i l l  be used

for expansionist  occidental  a ims.

Hence, what we need is analyses usi-nq civ i l izat ions rather than

states or economic systems as uni ts.  And this should be done in the

spir i t  of  seekinq solut ions rather than condemnat ions" Evident ly

the present piece of  analysis r loes not l ive up to that  goa1. How-

ever,  th is is certainly very far  f rom the last  word that can be said

about th is important matter.
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